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A whole 
new game 


This time a video game leads to 
an unexpected adventure. Learn 
all about “Jumanji: Welcome 
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to the Jungle.” See our 
full-page graphic. 
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Pleas call for $8.1 million repayment 


Four agree to deals with prosecutors that avoid jail time; money will go to 
regional agency short-changed by the misuse of public transportation funds. 


Court on Tuesday. He was one of four to enter guilty pleas. 
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Alan Kapanicas, left, a former Beaumont city manager, talks 
with attorney Gregory Kassel in Riverside County Superior 


By Richard K. De Atley 
rdeatley@scng.com 
@RKDeAtley on Twitter 


Four former Beaumont officials 
accused of corruption pleaded guilty 
Tuesday to charges including embez- 
zlement, misappropriation of public 
funds and conflict of interest. They 
agreed to pay $8.1 million in restitu- 
tion. 

The money must be paid to the 
Western Riverside Council of Gov- 
ernments, which filed a lawsuit alleg- 


$43 million from a regional trans- 
portation program between 2003 
and 2009. 

In October, former Beaumont Pub- 
lic Works Director Deepak Moorjani 
pleaded guilty to a felony conflict of 
interest charge and agreed to pay $3 
million to WRCOG. 

The money is to be paid “forth- 
with” from assets previously frozen 
by the District Attorney’s Office, Riv- 
erside County District Attorney Mike 
Hestrin said. 

Former Beaumont Planning Direc- 


ing that Beaumont officials diverted 


GOP CLAIMS 
TAX BILL WIN 


J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan talks after passing the Republican tax reform bill in the House of Representatives on Tuesday. 


Senate’s 51-48 passage pushes first reform in decades to inches of success, 
with House needing revote to send $1.5 trillion package to White House 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Senate Republicans have 
passed the most sweeping rewrite of the 
nation’s tax laws in more than three de- 
cades, setting the stage for a final House 
vote today. 

The House passed the bill earlier Tuesday. 
But the Senate had to make minor changes 
so the bill would comply with Senate bud- 
get rules. 

The Senate vote was 51-48 early today, 
with all Republicans in favor and all Dem- 
ocrats opposed. 

Rewriting the tax code has been a long- 


time goal of Republicans and an effort 
championed by President Donald Trump. 

Democrats complain that the package is a 
giveaway to corporations and the rich. 

The tax cuts total nearly $1.5 trillion over 
the next decade and would take effect in 
January. Workers would start to see changes 
in the amount of taxes withheld from their 
paychecks in February. 

Earlier, perhaps emblematic of the stum- 
bles along the way, there was one last hic- 
cup. House Speaker Paul Ryan, who has 
worked for years toward the goal of revamp- 
ing the tax code, gleefully pounded the gavel 
on the final House vote for approval, but 


then it turned out it wasn’t final after all. 
Democrats noted that three provisions vi- 
olated Senate rules and had to be removed. 
So the massive bill will be hauled back 
across the Capitol for the House to re-vote. 
GOP House members roared and ap- 
plauded as their chamber passed the 
$1.5 trillion package largely along party 
lines, 227-203. Ryan declared, “This was a 
promise made. This is a promise kept,” as 
he and other GOP leaders convened a vic- 
tory news conference moments later. 
The package will touch every American 
taxpayer and every corner of the U.S. econ- 
TAX BILL » PAGE 2 


tor Ernest Egger, ex-Economic Devel- 


opment Director David Dillon, former 
City Manager Alan Kapanicas and 
former Finance Director William Ayl- 
ward agreed to the plea deals Tues- 
day morning in Riverside County Su- 
perior Court. 

“You were given the trust of the 
people of Beaumont. You pledged 
to respect them. Instead, you are 
prosecuted here today. You are a ca- 
bal, a syndicate of dishonor,” Beau- 
mont Mayor Pro Tem Nancy Car- 
roll told the defendants during vic- 
tim impact statements. “You are no 
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Ballot initiative 
would change 

onecomponent 
of Prop. 13 law 


Liberal groups want to 
end corporate benefits 


By Kevin Modesti 
kmodesti@scng.com 
@KevinModesti on Twitter 


Forty years after Proposition 13 
was approved by California vot- 
ers, the issue of property-tax lim- 
its could be back before voters in 
2018. 

A coalition of liberal groups is 
trying to qualify an initiative for 
the November ballot that would 
remove Prop. 13’s restrictions on 
reassessments and tax increases 
for corporate-owned property. 

The backers say the initiative 
would keep Prop. 13’s protections 
for homeowners, residential rent- 
ers, small businesses and farmers. 

They say a projected $11 bil- 
lion in new revenue from cor- 
porate property taxes could pro- 
vide needed funding for schools 
and community colleges as well 
as parks, libraries, health clinics, 
homebuilding, homeless services, 
roads and bridges. 

But those promises haven't kept 
low-tax advocates from slam- 
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Elinor Otto, 98, spent 68 years 
building military airplanes. This 
week, she took off in one. 


Finally, a chance to fly 

This “Rosie the Riveter” made 

a career building planes for her 
country. Now, thanks to a March 
Air Reserve Base crew, she took a 
ride in a C-17. LOCAL 1 


Popular place to apply 
For fall 2018 classes, no UC cam- 
pus saw a bigger climb in applica- 


tions than UC Riverside. LOCAL 1 
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